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My first introduction to “Mariachi Sol De Mexico” came when several of us

were invited to join José Hernández and his fellow musicians for an evening

of outstanding food and a most memorable night of mariachi music at-its-

best.  Having previously known José as a Bach artist, I was eager to hear his

much talked-about ensemble.  To say I was BLOWN AWAY would be the

understatement of the new millennium.  From the moment the group stepped

onto the stage until the final echoes of their incredible concert, I was

mesmerized.  Remarkable musicianship fueled by first-class showmanship provided two hours of

"edge-of-the-chair" entertainment.  (It was so captivating I didn’t finish my dinner, and that

NEVER happens!)    

 

José Hernández is a key member of the Conn-Selmer family-of-artists, but-even-more he is a man

who goes far above-and-beyond-the-call-of-duty to support music education. By reading this

heartwarming interview, you will quickly realize how one person CAN and DOES make a

positive difference for all of us.  José Hernández and MARICHI SOL DE

MEXICO: “Absolutamente fantastico!"

-Tim Lautzenheiser 

Interview with José Hernández
by Erin Cole
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The mariachi programs in the United States are way ahead of those in other countries—

particularly Mexico. However, we must still promote mariachi because it’s such a family-

oriented genre. It involves many more students in music education programs and in addition,

provides a bridge to parental involvement. In fact, just after a week-long series of concerts in

Tecalitlán, Jalisco, Mexico, that attracted tens of thousands of mariachi fans, I received a call

from the city’s mayor telling me that there was not one act of violence the entire week. The

reason for this is because the mariachi genre attracts families and is extremely unifying. It’s part

of the cultural fabric of the entire nation.  

 

Tell us a little bit about your partnership with Conn-Selmer developing the Mariachi

trumpet (LR19043B). 

The partnership is just great! I feel at home at Conn-Selmer and am confident in the high quality

of the LR19043B trumpet that I helped to design. It fills a gap that had existed in that it’s a

great trumpet overall but there wasn’t a designated instrument that mariachis would use. Conn-

Selmer recognized and zoned in on the fact that this genre covers a wide range of articulations

and sensitivity. In fact, because of its versatility, the United States Army Band “Pershing’s Own”

has contacted me about their entire trumpet section using this horn and I am honored to know

that this is in the works.      

Describe the motivation behind creating the Jose Hernandez Scholarship and why it

is important for a student/teacher to attend Conn-Selmer Institute (CSI).  

This is very simple—my entire motivation was (and still is) to help young music educators get

better at their craft by studying with great clinicians. Many of these young people are teaching

in communities that could never afford to assist them in this type of professional development. 
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In providing a means for these young people to get to CSI, they see that music is universal.

Whether classical, jazz or mariachi, the instruction received helps all of the participants to be

inspired music educators. In addition, it has brought mariachi to CSI. As mariachi becomes

more and more mainstream, it’s important to share what mariachi really is with the more

traditional music education community so that it is better understood and I am grateful to Conn-

Selmer for providing this type of awareness. After Mariachi Sol de Mexico performed at CSI,

the participants were blown away at what they heard. I think that slowly but surely music

education has come to see the mariachi genre as a legitimate art form worthy of inclusion in the

school curriculum.   

More About José

Erin Cole
Currently, Erin is an Educational Consultant for Conn-Selmer, Inc. and also an Educational

Communications Specialist for their Division of Education. Previously, Erin Cole had a very

successful career as the Director of Bands at Tapp Middle School in Cobb County

Georgia for 22 years. Under her leadership, the Tapp Band had many honors included

being selected to perform at the 58th annual Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic in

Chicago, Illinois in December of 2004. While at Tapp, Erin commissioned four pieces of music for the band

including Robert W. Smith's "The Great Locomotive Chase", Frank Ticheli's "Simple Gifts – Four Shaker Songs".

Samuel R. Hazo's "Ascend" and was part of a consortium of directors to commission Eric Whitacre's "The Seal

Lullaby".  Erin has written chapters for the popular GIA publication series Teaching Music Through Performance

and is also currently a contributing editor for Hal Leonard's Essential Elements method book and interactive

website team. Erin is currently in high demand as a guest conductor for honor and all-state bands across the

country as well as a clinician and presenter for music conferences all over the world.  

New Content on Education Website:

The Division of Education has added several new features to our website! Visit

education.conn-selmer.com and click on CSI Connect to engage with music leaders from

across the nation, view articles and videos from our world-class clinicians, and

participate in our new online message board.

CONNECT ONLINE
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Share this email:

Do you have a personal story you would like to share 
about Conn-Selmer or the Division of Education? 

» Send us your story.

education@conn-selmer.com | 574.523.0698

For more information about how Conn-Selmer is supporting music 
education around the globe, visit Education.Conn-Selmer.com.
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